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 “Prayer and Faith Are An Indispensable Part Of Christ-Like Service” 

 
Read Mark 9:14-29 (See also 5:36 compare with 9:23, 24) 
 

Mark makes the story continuous.  The healing of the 
body with an evil spirit follows on the heels of the 
transfiguration (Mark 9:2ff) and that of Caesarea 
Philippi (Mark 8:27ff).  The identity of who Jesus is and 
what He can do is openly displayed and irrefutably 
presented.  He is Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
Earlier in the feeding of the people and walking on 
water, Jesus fully expected His disciples to do what He 

did (Mark 6:7-12, 30-56).  His disciples struggled to believe this, but attempted to do 
what He invited and asked.  After the transfiguration He walked into a scene wherein 
His disciples were seeking to drive out an evil spirit.  The conclusion, “This kind can 
come out only by prayer,” provides the intent of the story.  There are many teasers that 
can be pursued in seeking to understand the primary idea of the story.  This, however, 
should be avoided.   
 
As is often the case, what is most important is lost in the clutter of circumstances.  The 
three disciples came from the mountain top into the grime and groan of life.  They 
rejoined the other nine and a large host of people.  Into this mix are the Scribes arguing 
with the disciples.  There is a notable frenzy and mix of passionate pandemonium.  The 
Scribes desire His down fall, the disciples seek His vindication, and the father wants 
only to see his son healed.  As is often the case there is tremendous heartache in the 
midst of theological debate.  While we argue for the right, souls surrender to the 
silencing tug of death.  A father’s grief and a son’s possession take back seat to ministry 
protocol and denominational recognition.  Neither the father nor his son cared about 
protocol or correctness.  All that mattered to them was restoration, deliverance, and 
healing.   
 
Throughout our Lord’s earthly ministry, things He considered primary were often lost 
on His audience.  They wanted one thing and He another.  The discussions surrounding 
our Lord are vexing and trite compared to who He is and what He has done.  This is no 
less true of us.  No one can dismiss the need to know, but it cannot be at the expense of 
“preaching the gospel to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, recovery of sight 
to the blind, and setting free those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18, 19).  The two work in 
tandem.  It is because of truth the ministry of healing is proclaimed. 
 
In the midst of the mayhem, a father captures the attention of our Lord.  He explains 
His plight and speaks of the inability of the disciples.  Our Lord chides His disciples for 
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their inability and describes the situation with “this unbelieving generation.”  The 
unbelief noted is not one of salvation but rather of service.  They knew who He was 
but they continued to persist in remarkable unbelief when it came to living the Christ-
life.  I struggle is speaking of their incompetence since I see myself in similar situations.  
It is not random or irregular.  It is often and open.  I believe Him for the saving of my 
soul, but I often fail to make the connection between who He is right now and my 
suffering and that of others.  The contrast between the demon and that of His disciples 
is striking.  They know who He is and respond accordingly.  The father came because 
he believed, but there was still a questioning doubt, “If you can do anything, take pity 
on us and help us.”  The statement is not one of open rebellion but of deep and marked 
despair.  There is complete emotional depletion in the utterance.  Our Lord’s response is 
discernible tenderness, “If you can?  All things are possible to him who believes.”  Oh 
the condescending love and grace of God.  Oh the mercy and compassion of our Jesus. 
 
In contrast to who He is, what we ask of Him is always small.  The One who orders all 
things and writes the story is able to do whatever is asked of Him.  He is able.  He can 
do anything for those who believe.  I recognize the compelling desire to qualify the 
statement, but let us simply rest in the naked declaration.  He is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we could possibly ask or think (Eph. 3:20).  We cannot even 
begin to imagine what He is able to do for those who are His. 
 
In simple fashion our Lord rebukes His servant, and the servant obeys.  Both the demon 
and the boy obey their Lord.  When the situation proved appropriate the disciples 
asked Him why they could not do what was done.  Our Lord provides the answer to 
their inquiry.  Jesus does what He disciples cannot do.  The moral of the story, “This 
kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.”  Anything else that happens in the story 
contributes to and flows from this basic idea. 
 
What does this tell us about Jesus?  He is able to do what He asks to be done.  Christ-
like prayer is an expression of Christ-like faith and is an essential ingredient to Christ-
like ministry.  He is the heart of all that is Christian.  The One who is the object of 
saving faith is the glorified Christ.  He is the One who is the object of the Father’s 
affection and the prophet through whom He speaks.  This is the One to whom we turn 
when confronted by the impossible.  Do we believe or are we still lacking faith-uttered 
prayer?  Does God simply endure our faithless praying?  Oh, may we be spared the 
impotence of faithless praying.  May God the Holy Spirit move us to pray with faith in 
the glorified Christ. 
 
 

 


